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Opening remarks by Christos welcoming everyone  

This meeting was on the current state of play of ethics in the drone space, and how those feeds into 
practical considerations around data protection and aircraft identification. This is a follow up to a similar 
(very exciting and engaging) session we had a year ago that touched on the use of drones in active 
conflicts and emergencies.  

Discussion lead by Ethics TWG co-chair, Faine Greenwood (A year of small drones in the Ukraine war) 

Please find the presentation slide here, with the following being points of discussion: 

- The common use of small, inexpensive drones (available to purchase in most countries off-the 

shelf, and easily built yourself) 

- Since early 2022, there has been up to 1000 uses of consumer drones in Russia and Ukraine 

(percentages vary between drones made by China DJI company, to drones used for observation, 

to those either used by Russia or Ukraine). 

- The use of small drones in conflict 

o Documentation 

o Journalism  

o Intelligence 

o Data capture 

o Documenting war crimes 

o Others 

- DJI drones being the most used drones in Ukraine for its affordability, ease of use, and ease of 

access. 

- The DIY was drones  

- Timeline of the use of drones in Russia and Ukraine 

- Implications arising from the challenge of distinction- how to tell which drones are used for 

journalism and other uses? 

o Implications for Aid and Human Rights 

 

The next Technical Working Group meeting will be focused on the Regulation and Operation thematic 

area and will be held on 19 April 2023 at 15:00 Rome time 

 


